SINGHEALTH DUKE-NUS
EDUCATION CONFERENCE

2019 EXXr=areEm

v

N
NUS

Mational University
of Singapore

Interdisciplinarity and multi-modal
assessment in a public health course

Julian Azfar

Saw Swee Hock
School of Public Health

SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK

Multi-modal assessment leverages on individual and group strengths, and promotes critical and

Course Objectives creative thinking.

« Explain the different social, cultural and economic determinants of health across countries,
populations and communities

« Examine how the different dimensions of social life are implicated in the understandings of
health issues and their management

* Discuss the dialogic relationships between health and societies at the local, national,
regional and global scales

« Construct and defend well-reasoned arguments in relation to contemporary debates and
developments in health and healthcare

Individual Assessment

® Class Participation
» Op-Ed essay on a chosen topic
* Reflectiveessay

Group Assessment

* Student-led seminar presentationona
chosen topic

s Fieldwork Project "Health in the
community" applying conceptstoreal-
world communities

Biomedical
Approach

Psychological
Approach

MULTI-DIMENSIONAL
PERSPECTIVES ON ‘HEALTH’

REFLECTIONS ON COURSE EFFECTIVENESS

Sociocultural
Approach

Successes

DRAWING FROM DIFFERENT DISCIPLINES « Opportunities for creative ~ + Real-world application of + Flexibility in assessment

thinking via assessment content helped to and choice of topics
methods were favorable sharpen knowledge, engaged students more
skills, values

» An inter-disciplinary approach helps to nurture the unity and synthesis of knowledge from
various fields (Klein, 1990}

= Teaching methods make explicit the bases of thinking, and encourage the solving of real-
world interdisciplinary problems (Franks et al, 2007). “Creativityas a point of
marking for presentations,
| feel that it stretched our
brains and allowed me to

think out of the box.”

“Raised my social
awareness of many
issues... applicable to
our daily lives.”

“Seminar
style...presentations
were interesting...”
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PEDAGOGICAL APPROACHES Areasiadlmpravament

* More explicit referencesto  + Could have emphasized + More scaffolding could

* The design of this course is centred on pedagogical approaches that are meant to be
transdisciplinary and develop competencies both in content and in skills.
= Teaching and learning are both centred around critical thinking and questioning (Tsui,

each discipline could have
been made, due to the inter-
disciplinary nature of
module

maore ‘scientific’ and
evidenced-based
theories in each topic

have been provided to
build foundational skills
for all assignments

2002).

Critical Thinking “The way these

Constructivism ioni Experiential “More of a o
& Questioning Lesrning social : ; “Individual
= Sludenls consirucl thil - Bloceny's Toaonomy (1956) i _ sociol Dglc:al .
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publichealth.”

PSXNEINIE, INRCERNES ofa personisnot

linear.”

= Consiructivist approach
(Fiaget, 1571) enabbes
students (o fomukate &
deferd own judgments
confidentty

o

= Lessons bagin with
student-ed HsoUssions
Sollowed by teacher-led lechune;
teached acts as a guide by the
i’ (King, 15953)

o

= Studenils appdy concepls
leamt n authentic ieldwork
proects: (ethnograpiny)
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